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SCHOOLS — INFRASTRUCTURE 

338. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Premier: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s massive investment in school infrastructure throughout 
Western Australia, including the suburbs in Southern River. Can the Premier outline to the house how this 
investment will not just deliver modern, high-quality school facilities for students and teachers, but also create 
jobs for Western Australian workers? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Southern River. 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, you are on three calls. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He is a dedicated and passionate teacher who is doing a terrific job as a member of 
Parliament. Yesterday, he and I went to Southern Grove Primary School where we were able to inspect the new 
school that is being built there. It is due to open next year. I was able to do a similar thing with the member for 
Jandakot in his electorate where there are huge numbers of children being procreated and born! They are heading 
for the primary schools of that very fertile area down in the Southern River–Jandakot region. There were children 
everywhere. The good thing is that the children of that area—indeed, and all over Western Australia—have 
a government that is providing a good number of new schools and school upgrades to meet their needs. Across 
Western Australia, we are investing $470 million to build and upgrade public schools. Members might be 
interested to know about one of them: the $18.9 million for Byford South primary school. We are looking forward 
to making sure the people of Byford know about our important commitment there. Currently, $100 million worth of 
secondary schools are being built across Western Australia, including: Yanchep Secondary College, $13.7 million; 
Carnarvon Community College — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

Suspension of Member 

The SPEAKER: Member, I call you to order for the fourth time. As the member has been called to order more 
than three times, I now suspend the member from the service of the house until the adjournment of today’s sitting. 

[The member for North West Central left the chamber.] 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker — 

Mr M.P. Murray: Dock his pay! 

The SPEAKER: I call the pay-docker to order for the first time—the Minister for Sport and Recreation. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The thing about Carnarvon Community College is that we are building an important 
improvement and the reason it is $12 million under budget is that the tenders came in $12 million under. While 
the member for North West Central was wildly angry that we are building a school in his electorate and getting 
value for money, he was excluded from the house, which I think is entirely appropriate. 

North Albany Senior High School will get $10 million for important improvements. Cape Naturaliste College will 
get around $30 million. Margaret River Senior High School will get around $30 million. Important improvements 
are also being made at Collie Senior High School. We expect that spending nearly $500 million across 
Western Australia will result in many thousands of jobs in construction in the regions and in the city. Of course, 
because of the former government’s failure to cater for the needs of the western suburbs, we are building a new 
inner city college in Subiaco at Kitchener Park. Yesterday, the member for Scarborough, furiously texting as she 
is, described the new inner city college at Subiaco as, I quote, “a stupid idea.” Yesterday in Parliament, she said it 
was a stupid idea. I want to let her know — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I heard what the member had to say, but I want her to know what some other people might 
have said about it—she might be interested. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: It is not Rick Newnham this time. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is not Rick Newnham and it is not Hon Dr Steve Thomas! It is not Kirsty Cane; I have 
a new favourite today. I will quote what the member for Nedlands said late last year — 

“Some people were surprised when they announced Kitchener Park as the site for the new school, but 
I wasn’t,” … 
“I discussed it with the Subiaco mayor and CEO about three years ago and I had also raised it with 
Peter Collier, who was the minister for education. 
“I suggest Labor probably think Kitchener Park is their idea.” 

We have a big fan who now says that it was his idea, although the member for Scarborough says it is a stupid idea! 
The reality is that neither of them did anything. We are building a new school to meet the needs of the people of 
the inner city where there are overcrowded schools as far as you can see and we are fixing it. 
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